CASINUM





Location:    


Casinum, modern Cassino, Latium. It was an urban theatre. A porticus complex was probably situated behind the stage building, to judge from some preliminear surveys, but this area still awaits excavations. They might also have been a sacellum in summa cavea, to judge from some foundation walls. The theatre of Casinum might therefore have been some sort of a theatre temple if these structures are interpreted correctly.The ancient town of Casinum was built up on a natural terrace on the slope of  Monte Cassino and was surrounded by city walls in poligonal masonary. The theatre (in opus quasi reticulatum) as well as the nearby amphitheatre was therefore built partly up the slope of Monte Cassino in the north eastern part of the town. There are disussions about the date of the theatre, was it contemporary with the theatre of Pompey in Rome, (Coarelli) or was it built during the Augustan period. Later it was rebuilt in the 1 century A.D. by Ummidia Quadratilla, who loved theatre and entertainment. These rebuilings might have been started by her father. 





Excavations: 


The theatre was excavated in 1934 – 36 and published in 1939 by G. Carettoni. Some of the finds from the theatre were taken to Naples, among them the large seated statue of a heroic figure, whereas others remained in Cassino, today in the museum.





Stade of Preservation:


The Theatre has been heavily restored after the excavations in the 1930’es and later on in  when the tier of seats were reconstructed. 





THE THEATRE OF CASINUM: (modern Cassino)





The Theatre: 





The Auditorium: 


 The auditorium, (diameter 54 m) was built partly up the slope of the hill, and partly at the front supported by large analemmata walls. It was divided horizontally into a proedria of three rows, separated from the rest of the auditorium by a balteus, corridor, then followed two sections and above the crypta, (porticus in summa cavea) at the top there were some seats too. The wall of the porticus in summa cavea had a façade facing the auditorium made up of niches with curved or triangular roofs, alternating, and with semicolumns of corinthian order.  Perhaps there was a sacellum in summa cavea. (discussions!)Radially it was divided into 4 wedge formed seating sections by 5 staircases. Access to the auditorium took place by lateral corridors covered by vaults, the aditi. The auditorium had a seating capacity of approximately 2000. (In the theatre area a large seated heroic statue was found, (today in Naples) , perhaps Varro and who according to Coarelli might have been the founder of the theatre. A statue of him would therefore probably have been erected in the theatre, and perhaps in front of the sacellum in summa cavea.)





The Orchestra: 


The orchestra was of a semicircular form , (diameter     m.)





The Stage building:  


The stage building has been preserved at foundation level and from this it is possible to gain an idea of what the stage building might have looked like. The front of the stage was decorated, (in opus laterizium) had semicircular and rectangular niches. At a later period two of those niches were altered and staircases now gave access from the stage to the orchestra.  Behind the front of the stage was a long trench, used in connection with raisning and lowering the siparium. (square blocks). Towards the north eastern part of the stage building, i.e. on the left side of the stage, (seen form the auditorium) there was a room which might have been used for technical manouevres, at the side and underneath the stage iteself. Scaenae frons had three doors and was of the mixed type with a curvilinear porta regia, and  the two hospitalia of a rectangular form. It had a rich architectural and sculptural decoration of two orders and a sculptural program including members of the imperial family such as Augustus, Gaius and Lucius Caesar.





Fragments of an  inscribtion perhaps mentioning the founder has also been found:





Patr (onus) praef (ectus)


 


and another perhaps the architect:





o tit      iarus   arcit  ectus





The Access:  


Apart from access to the auditorium via the side entrances, there were also access to the theatre from outside, at the top, at the level of the porticus in summa cavea, via ramps and from a road situated behind the auditorium.





Date: 


According to Coarelli the theatre should be dated to the ¾ of the 1st century B.C. Others however would like to date the theatre to an Augustan period, based on the building technique applied, the architectural and sculptural decoration.
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Importance for the theatre of Pompey: (Inspiration: built before, contemporary with, after the construction of the theatre of Pompey).





If Coarelli’s date of the theatre of Casinum is correct, then contemporary with the theatre of Pomepy in Rome, as a matter of fat, in his article he makes several comparisons to the theatre of Pompey.
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To do: check Coarelli’ s article, again for better understanding and recap! 
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